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Since the Spring of 2013, The City of Philadelphia has been 
working with many partners to plan for the future of 
Washington Avenue. We have studied parking, loading, traffic, 
and driving behaviors. We have also reached out to hundreds 
of community members.

The City is repaving Washington Avenue in 2021. Repaving is a 
chance to change the design of the roadway and make it 
safer for people walking, driving, riding transit, and biking. We 
can also make sure parking and loading on Washington 
Avenue works well for local businesses and neighbors. 

This project responds to what we have heard from the 
community since 2013 and gives us the opportunity to:

• Create a smoother street

• Create safer and shorter pedestrian crossings

• Improve parking and loading operations

• Reduce illegal parking such as double parking

• Decrease weaving, speeding, and aggressive driving

• Keep people bicycling safer by separating them from moving 
  traffic

• Preserve space for trucks and buses to turn

• Design travel lanes that match the changing corridor

WASHINGTON AVENUE IMPROVE THE AVENUE FOR ALL 

Conversations with 
RCO & stakeholder
groups along Washington 
Ave to gather input 

Engineers are working
on  plans to review in

public meetings

Finalize pavement and 
striping designs for the 

Streets Department Additional outreach to 
businesses and other 
stakeholders 

Host online outreach to 
gather input on design 

Host online meeting to 
report on design plans 
moving forward

Pass any necessary 
legislation through City 
Council 

Previous outreach
(2013 to 2015) & ongoing
parking, loading, & traffic
analysisMarch 

April 

May 

June 

Streets Department will 
develop engineering 

plans for 2021 repaving 
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Double Parking

Blocks traffic flow, can cause backups, 
congestion, and frustration.

Blocks bike lanes and forces people on 
bikes to merge into traffic.
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Can cause problems for people with 
mobility issues, strollers, or shopping 
carts.

People walking sometimes have to go 
into the street because cars are 
blocking the sidewalk.

Can make sidewalk impassable 
for people in wheelchairs.

Sidewalk Parking

Too narrow for a 
wheelchair

Some wheelchairs
can’t go over 
curb edges
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People getting out of cars or trucks have to 
cross driving lanes in the middle of the 
block where drivers don’t expect them.

Can make it difficult for people driving 
to see crosswalks, oncoming traffic, or 
turning vehicles. 
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There are only 4 official 

loading zones in this 
whole area.

The loading zones in 
this area are not

working well enough

Ineffective Loading Zones
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We got responses from about 80% of businesses

We identified 167 Active businesses

We visited each business at least once

We asked owners or managers to complete a survey

Understanding Business Needs
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Some of the things we asked:

Would you prefer parking or loading out front?

Would you load down the block or around the corner if it 
provided more convenient parking for your customers?

What time of the day do you usually get deliveries?

What days of the week do you usually get deliveries?

How long does a delivery usually take?
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What we learned from businesses:

Would you prefer parking or loading out front?

Would you load down the block or around the corner if it 
provided more convenient parking for your customers?

What time of the day do you usually get deliveries?

What days of the week do you usually get deliveries?

How long does a delivery usually take?

Every block on Washington 
Avenue has unique

business parking and
loading needs.
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What we learned from neighbors:

Parking can be very difficult

People park on Washington and take SEPTA to work
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New, time-restricted 
parking regulations 

and new loading zones
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Sample Parking and Loading Regulations

2 HR
PARKING

7 AM - 7 PM
MON THRU SUN

4 HR
PARKING

7 AM - 7 PM
MON THRU SUN

LOADING ONLY
30 MIN LIMIT

MON-FRI
SAT-SUN

7:00AM - 7:00PM
10:00AM - 7:00PM

Hours and days of week will 
vary by block depending on the 
needs and types of businesses.
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Sample Parking and Loading Regulations

2 HR
PARKING

7 AM - 7 PM
MON THRU SUN

4 HR
PARKING

7 AM - 7 PM
MON THRU SUN

LOADING ONLY
30 MIN LIMIT

MON-FRI
SAT-SUN

7:00AM - 7:00PM
10:00AM - 7:00PM

At night, timed restrictions will 
end so neighbors who use their 
cars to commute can park more 
easily.
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